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3-6, 9-20 
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Claims 


1,2,7,8 


NO 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following document has been identified in the International Search Report as the most relevant in relation to 
the claims 1-20 as shown below: 

(Dl) US 6 073 172 A (FRAILONG et al) 6 June 2000 
NOVELTY fN> claim 1 

The invention defined by claim 1 indicated above is not novel in light of Dl which explicitly discloses all of the 
features evident in this particular claim. 

Hence Dl discloses a network device having operating software (column 7, lines 29-64) but no configuration 
data allowing it to carry out its intended purpose which network device is remotely programmable with 
configuration data as a whole but which network device or operating software has no facility to allow any 
incremental change of configuration data (column 1, line 57 - column 2, line 47; column 4, line 43 - column 6, 
lme 20; column 12, line 5 -column 14, line 62) , 

INVENTIVF. STF.P fT S) claims 1-2, 7-8 
Claim 1 as above. 

The invention defined in dependent claims 2, 7 and 8 does not involve an inventive step when compared to prior 
art document Dl The cited art differs to claim 2 in that it does not indicate that the configuration data is lost 
when no network device supply voltage is present, while in relation to claims 7 and 8, the cited art fails to 
disclose the feature of the device being a router which is integral with a modem and the fact that the modem is an 
asymmetric digital subscriber line (ADSL) modem. The problem associated with these particular claims relates 
to the need to provide an internet connection which does not require on site attendance for configuration of a 
router or a firewall but which does provide complete security of configuration. 

Hence if an ordinary person skilled in the art were faced with this particular problem given the disclosure 
provided m Dl (this document would be ascertained, understood and regarded as relevant), then it would be an 
obvious solution to implement the system outlined in Dl, but with the features in these particular claims. Hence 
m regards to claim 2, the feature of the device configuration data being held in random access memory (RAM) is 
disclosed in Dl, while the feature of the configuration data becoming lost when no network device supply 
voltage is present is obvious and is hence common general knowledge in the art. Therefore to implement the 
system m Dl with this particular feature would be a matter of routine for a person skilled in me art, thus 
indicating that claim 2 lacks an inventive step. • 4 

Continued in Supplemental Box. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



x ] - INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

Vm. Certain observations on the international application 



International application No. 
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S^^^d^T-JS? of ^ CIaims> description ' ^ drawings or on * e question whether *• c,aims - 

a) 
b) 



c) 



Claim 3 lacks clarity because I cannot find an antecedent to "the device software" (line 1) when the claim is 
appended to Claim 1. 

Claim 14 lacks clarity because I cannot find an antecedent to "the secure encryption" (line 1) when the claim is 
appended to Claim 1 1 . It is suggested that it was intended for this claim to be appended to Claim 13. 

Claim 15 lacks clarity because I cannot find an antecedent to "the private key" (line 1) when the claim is 
appended to Claim 14. 
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'•J™^ with a modem and the modem being an 

quite easily be substituted for a gateway mterfL del^ i f ** mV6ntiVe «** in *• sens * that a router could 
configura b0 n data from a remote server id nofon the S of fte ? ^ a netWOrk device which acSpte 
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